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Title 
 

Story Name 

Time 
 

1 week per 
story 

Performance 
Task 

*Throughout the 
school year 

Big Ideas 
 

*Throughout the 
school year 

Essential Questions Resources/Materials 

1 The Stories Julian Tells September Modeling of skills 
and strategies, 

Read Aloud/Think 
Aloud 

Conferencing 
Buddy Reading, 
Whole Class 

Shared Reading, 
Centers 

Guided Reading, 
Graphic Organizers 

such as KWL 
Chart Concept 
Map, 
Sequencing of  
Problem/Solution 
etc., 

Cooperative 
Learning,  

Chunking of Text, 
Journal Writing, 

Exit slips, 
Comprehension 

Monitoring, 
Peer Tutoring, 

Summarizing, 
Questioning 
Scaffolding, 
Learning Centers, 

Anecdotal notes, 
Assessments, 
Use of technology 
 Open –ended 

Ask and answer 
questions to 
demonstrate 
understanding of 
a text, referring 
explicitly to the 
text as the basis 
for answers 

 

1. How does referring 
to explicit evidence 
from literary text 
help demonstrate 
understanding? 

 
2. How does a 

character's traits 
and motivations 
contribute to the 
plot of a story?  
How can 
understanding a 
character's 
personality help 
me to better 
understand literary 
text? 

 
3. How does using 

explicit evidence 
from informational 
text demonstrate 
understanding?  

 
4. How do 

illustrations and 
words help a 
reader understand 
a text?  What 
information can be 
gained from the 
illustrations and 

HARCOURT  
Trophies  
Harcourt Trophies 
Big Books 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing Rubric 
Annotated Book List 
Books from a variety 

of genres available 
through: Leveled 
books, Classroom 
library, School 
library. 

2. Centerfield Ballhawk  Describe characters 
in a story (traits, 
motivations, or 
feelings) and 
explain how their 
actions 
contribute to the 
sequence of 
events 

3.   Little Grunt and the Big 
Egg 

October Ask and answer 
questions to 
demonstrate 
understanding of 
a text, referring 
explicitly to the 
text as the basis 
for the answers. 

4. Wild Shots They’re My 
Life 

 Use information 
gained from 
illustrations 
(maps, 
photographs) 
and the words in 
a text to 



response demonstrate 
understanding of 
the text 

words of a text?   

5.  Rosie, a Visiting Dog’s 
Story 

 

Know and apply 
grade-level 
phonics and 
word analysis 
skills in decoding 
words. 

6. Officer Buckle & Gloria 

November 

Read grade 
appropriate 
irregularly 
spelled words 

7.  Nate the Great 
 

3c Decode multi-
syllable words 

8. Lon PoPo  Modeling of skills 
and strategies, 

Read Aloud/Think 
Aloud 

Conferencing 
Buddy Reading, 
Whole Class 

Shared Reading, 
Centers 

Guided Reading, 
Graphic Organizers 

such as KWL 
Chart Concept 
Map, 
Sequencing of  
Problem/Solutio
n etc., 

Cooperative 
Learning,  

Chunking of Text, 
Journal Writing, 

Exit slips, 
Comprehension 

Monitoring, 

Recount stories, 
including fables, 
folktales, and 
myths from 
diverse cultures 

1. What does a reader 
gain by reading 
stories from diverse 
cultures? 

 
2. What kinds of 

words can describe 
the world around 
us?  How does 
precision with 
words assist with 
describing people 
and their 
personalities? 

 
3. What are synonyms 

and how can word 
choice create vivid, 
precise language in 
writing? 

HARCOURT  
Trophies  
Harcourt Trophies 
Big Books 
Graphic 

Organizers 
Writing Rubric 
Annotated Book 

List 
Books from a 

variety of 
genres 
available 
through: 
Leveled books, 
Classroom 
library, School 
library. 

 
 

9.  Why Mosquitoes Buzz in 
People’s Ears 

December Identify real-life 
connections 
between words 
and their use 

 

10. Sayings We Share  Distinguish shades 
of meaning 
among  related 
words that 
describe states 
of mind or 
degrees of 
certainty. 

11. Coyote Places the   
Stars 

January Distinguish literal 
and nonliteral 
meanings of 
words and 
phrases in 
context 



12. Cocoa Ice  Peer Tutoring, 
Summarizing, 

Questioning 
Scaffolding, 
Learning Centers, 

Anecdotal notes, 
Assessments, 
Use of technology 
 Open –ended 

response 

Compare and 
contrast the 
themes, settings, 
and plots of 
stories written by 
the same author 
about the same 
or similar 
characters 

13. Visitor’s From Space  Determine main 
idea of a text; 
recount the key 
details and 
explain how they 
support the main 
idea 

1. How does 
identifying key 
details help to 
identify the main 
idea and build 
understanding of 
the text? 

 
2. What structures 

does an author use 
to present 
information in 
informational text?  
Why do authors 
choose particular 
structures? 

 
3. Why do authors use 

different language 
in different texts?  
Why must readers 
be able to 
distinguish between 
different types of 
language? 

 
4. Do readers need to 

agree with an 
author in order to 
gain insight from a 

14. Armadillo from     
Armarillo 

February Describe the logical 
connection 
between 
particular 
sentences and 
paragraphs in a 
text (cause and 
effect – 
sequencing) 

15. Balto the Dog Who 
Saved Nome 

 Identify real-life 
connections 
between words 
and their use 

16. Papa Tells Chita a Story  Determine the 
meaning of 
words and 
phrases as they 
are used in a 
text, 
distinguishing 
literal from 
nonliteral 
language 



17. The Crowded House 
 

 

Distinguish their 
own point of 
view from that of 
the narrator or 
those of the 
characters 

text?  How does an 
author's point of 
view shape the 
content and style of 
a text? 

 

18. Pepita Talks Twice March Modeling of skills 
and strategies, 

Read Aloud/Think 
Aloud 

Conferencing 
Buddy Reading, 
Whole Class Shared 

Reading, Centers 
Guided Reading, 
Graphic Organizers 

such as KWL 
Chart Concept 
Map, Sequencing 
of  Problem 
/Solution etc., 

Cooperative 
Learning,  

Chunking of Text, 
Journal Writing, 

Exit slips, 
Comprehension 

Monitoring, 
Peer Tutoring, 

Summarizing, 
Questioning 
Scaffolding, 
Learning Centers, 

Anecdotal notes, 
Assessments, 
Use of technology 
 Open –ended 

response 

Distinguish their 
own point of 
view from that of 
the narrator or 
those of the 
characters 

1. Why do authors 
use different 
language in 
different texts?  
Why must readers 
be able to 
distinguish 
between different 
types of language? 

 
2. How do authors 

explain the key 
ideas, events, and 
steps in 
informational text?  
How is the 
organization of 
informational text 
different depending 
on the type of text 
(e.g., historical, 
scientific, 
technical)? 

 
3. How do readers 

understand new or 
unfamiliar words 
within a sentence? 
How does word 
order in a sentence 
aid 
comprehension? 

 
4. How does 

recognition of units 

HARCOURT  
Trophies  
Harcourt Trophies 
Big Books 
Graphic 

Organizers 
Writing Rubric 
Annotated Book 

List 
Books from a 

variety of 
genres 
available 
through: 
Leveled books, 
Classroom 
library, School 
library. 

 
 

19.  Leah’s Pony   Describe the 
relationship 
between a series 
of historical 
events, scientific 
ideas or 
concepts, or 
steps in 
technical 
procedures in a 
text, using 
language that 
pertains to time, 
sequence and 
cause & effect 

20. The Olympic Games  Determine the 
meaning of 
general 
academic and 
domain-specific 
words and 
phrases in a text 

21. Rockin and Rollin  Determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
unknown and 
multiple-meaning 
word and 
phrases based 
on grade 3 



reading and 
content, 
choosing flexibly 
from a range of 
strategies. 

of pronunciation 
impact the ability to 
decode unfamiliar 
words? 

 
5. How does the 

structure of a text 
influence the 
reader? 

 
6. Do readers need to 

agree with an 
author in order to 
gain insight from a 
text?  How does an 
author's point of 
view shape the 
content and style of 
a text? 

22.  Boom Town April Compare and 
Contrast the 
most important 
points and key 
details presented 
in two texts on 
the same topic 

23. Yippee Yah  Compare and 
Contrast the 
most important 
points and key 
details presented 
in two texts on 
the same topic 

24. Allies Basketball Dream  Determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
unknown and 
multiple-meaning 
word and 
phrases based 
on grade 3 
reading and 
content, 

   choosing flexibly 
from a range of 
strategies. 

25.Talent Show  Modeling of skills 
and strategies, 

Read Aloud/Think 
Aloud 

Conferencing 
Buddy Reading, 
Whole Class Shared 

Reading, Centers 
Guided Reading, 
Graphic Organizers 

Prefixes and 
Suffixes 

1. How does 
recognition of units 
of pronunciation 
impact the ability to 
decode unfamiliar 
words? 

 
2. How do aspects of 

illustrations shape 
the meaning of a 

HARCOURT  
Trophies  
Harcourt Trophies 
Big Books 
Graphic 

Organizers 
Writing Rubric 
Annotated Book 

List 
Books from a 

26.  If You Made a Million May Explain how 
specific aspects 
of a text’s 
illustrations 
contribute to 
what is 
conveyed by the 



 

such as KWL 
Chart Concept 
Map, Sequencing 
of  Problem  
/Solution etc., 

Cooperative 
Learning,  

Chunking of Text, 
Journal Writing, 

Exit slips, 
Comprehension 

Monitoring, 
Peer Tutoring, 

Summarizing, 
Questioning 
Scaffolding, 
Learning Centers, 

Anecdotal notes, 
Assessments, 
Use of technology 
 Open–ended 

response 

words in a story text? 
 

3. How does the 
structure of a text 
influence the 
reader? 

 
4. Do readers need to 

agree with an author 
in order to gain 
insight from a text?  
How does an 
author's point of 
view shape the 
content and style of 
a text? 

variety of 
genres 
available 
through: 
Leveled books, 
Classroom 
library, School 
library. 

27. Ramona Forever 

 

By the end of the 
year, read and 
comprehend 
literature at the 
high end of 
grades 2-3 
independently 
and proficiently 

28. I’m In Charge of 
Celebrations 

 

Refer to parts of 
stories, dramas, 
and poems when 
writing or 
speaking about a 
text 

29. Turtle Bay 

 

Distinguish their 
own point of 
view from that of 
the author’s view 


